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Cyprus – Birds PLUS 
A relaxed birding jaunt on an incredible island 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 1 – Arrive in Paphos 
Meet Yiorgos at Pafos airport. 
Afternoon birding 
Paphos for four nights 
  

Days 2 -4: Paphos & Surrounds 
Birding and wildlife spots 
Archaeological sites (Paphos mosaics)  
  

Day 5: Akrotiri 
Akrotiri peninsula 
Overnight in Larnaca for three nights 

Day 6: Larnaca 
Visit Larnaca area (salt lake and coast line) 
Lake of Oroklini 
Hala Soultan Tekke 
 

Day 7: Kavo Greko 
Kavo Greko peninsula and information center 
Repeat some of Larnaca area (possibility) 
 

Day 8 – Departure – Paphos or Larnaca 
See EXTRAS at the end of this document 
 

 
 

Walking pace: 
Relaxed – time to take it all in. 

 

Dates: 

21-28 March 2020 

 
A small group (4-7ppl) led by Giorgos Spiridakis, a Cypriot guide who knows the island's coastlines, salt 
lakes, peninsulas, maquis & cedar forests better than anyone 
 
Enjoy some of Europe's lesser known birds, whilst spring migration is in full swing over the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 
 
Home to endemics - Cyprus scops owl, Cyprus warbler & Cyprus wheatear – as well as black francolin, 
Cretzschamar's bunting, Bonelli’s Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard and Zitting cisticola. 
 
 
 

Group: 
4 – 6 
 

Cost: 
£1,695 (land only) + sgl. sup 

Theme: 
Gentle walks around birding hotspots, with a couple of cultural sites, led by a Cypriot bird expert & ecologist 

 



Cyprus – Birds PLUS  Balkan Tracks 2 

 
Please note that the itinerary below is an accurate guide for each day. As with all such tours the weather 
can mean we have to move some activities around. We also try to meet as many local people as possible, 
but some have their own farms and working lives, and can occasionally need to re-arrange or cancel at the 
last minute. Still, if anything needs to change, it will be done in order to keep a balance of the nature-
culture-conservation essence of the tour. 
 

 

Introduction  
Join Giorgos Spiridakis on this custom-designed tour of his home patch. 
 
Giorgos has spent his career guiding birders in the northern Greek wonderlands of Kerkini, Dadia and Evros. But 
as he's Cyrpus born and bred we gave him a blank piece of paper and said, "fancy designing a tour of your 
favourite places - known and secret"?  
 
The island's not just fantastic for birds of course, and Giorgos has picked some of his favourite places for long 
lunches and he'll be able to tell you about life on the island whilst strolling around some of its old villages and 
historical sites.  
 

We only run tours for groups of four to seven, allowing for friendly conversation at mealtimes. 
 
The Birds 
Cyprus sits inside the Middle-Eastern and Turkish migration route for millions of birds flying north from various 
parts of Africa (Image: Birdlife Cyprus) 
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Cyprus is an important breeding site for black francolin, spur-winged lapwing, masked Shrike and 
Cretzschmar’s bunting, and as a migration hotspot, we’ll see plenty of wagtails, bee-eaters and raptors on their 
way north, especially Montagu’s and pallid harriers. Waders are well represented by wood sandpiper, marsh 
sandpiper, spotted redshank, black winged stilt, little ringed plover, kentish plover, spur winged lapwing, and 
stone curlew.  
 
And Cyprus also has three endemic, breeding species: the Cyprus Warbler, Cyprus Wheatear and, as of 2019, 
Cyprus scops owl. There are also some special sub-species highlights, including the Cyprus jay, coal tit and 
short-toed treecreeper.  
 
As for rarities, recent years have seen Caspian plover, cream coloured courser, red-necked phalarope, Eastern 
stonechat, bimaculated lark, Pallas’s gull and Isabelline shrike. 
 
The island should be in its colourful best at this time of year, and whilst Giorgos isn’t a plant and insect guide, 
you’ll be surrounded by them, plus endemic reptiles and amphibians – with a highlight being the sling-tailed 
agama (Stellagama stellio) so there’ll be plenty of time spent at dinners poring over field guides and photos 
for lovers of these other wonders.  
 
Giorgos is a keen mammologist, spending a lot of his time in northern Greece on large mammal projects, mostly 
with bear and wolf. They’re not to be found on Cyprus, but he will come with many tales of the island’s mammal 
friends, with some specials for Cyprus being the long-eared hedgehog, Egyptian fruit bat. 
 
You’ll see a range of landscapes, from the coast to 1950m peaks, in and amongst a mosaic of fields, 
Mediterranean maquis, rocky outcrops and sparsely grazed meadows. And whilst the 20th century has seen 
development along the coast, Giorgos knows plenty of places that are untouched.  
 
Cyprus isn't just nature of course. You'll have the opportunity to birdwatch whilst enjoying superb food and 
drink, sometimes with a picnic near sites such as the Paphos mosaics, Panagia of Sinti monastery and the Hala 
Sultan tekke.  
 
To minimise driving times, we’ve chosen two hotels, one at each side of the island, but only 90 minutes apart. 
This allows for a slow paced relaxed holiday. 
 
 

How best to describe the tour? 
It’s a ramble with a small group through the Cypriot landscape. This means that everyone sits together for meals 
and you have the opportunity to properly chat with folks along the way. Giorgos will have his own telescope 
and there’s only a few of you in the group, although the really keen amongst you may want to bring your own.  
 
Our Birds PLUS tours have a relaxed pace and when we spot a fine bird we like to enjoy it rather than rushing 
on. Sometimes we meander through interesting habitat and just take in the views with a ‘come what may’ 
approach to the birds. That said, the walks are carefully chosen because certain birds are known to be there. 
 
Aside from the birds, people have lived on Cyprus for millennia too, so it'd be a shame for Giorgos not to show 
you a little of his island's history. He's selected outdoor sites though, so there's no restriction on nature spotting 
- the tour is still focused on birds.  
 
Whether it's the Cyprus warbler or the Paphos mosaics, each day is packed full of new experiences, ready for 
friendly conversation over good food in the evenings. 
 
Important note: if you're looking for a dedicated birding tour and absolutely maximising every minute in the 
field from dusk to dawn, with target species in mind, then we'd be happy to customise this itinerary for 
individuals and groups. Our contact details are at the bottom of the page.  
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Day 1  

Arrival in Paphos 

We recommend flights that arrive from London and Manchester into Paphos for around 15:00-16:00 Cypriot 
time (two hours ahead of the UK). Giorgos will pick those groups up from the airport and it’s then a very short 
drive to our hotel, which will be the Kefalos Village, Axiothea or similar.  
 
Paphos is our base for the first four nights and it provides easy access to a variety of great birdwatching 
habitats: the coast, vineyards and olive groves, and the start of the famous cedar forests on the slopes of 
Paphos forest. It also lends itself to pre-breakfast birding or evening strolls around the Old Town and 
coastline. 
 
After check-in, Giorgos will take you out for a first afternoon’s birding, not straying too far from Paphos town, 
hoping for a first glimpse of woodchat shrike or wryneck. Maybe a Rüppel’s warbler.  
 
Dinner will be around 7:30pm local time, to allow some time for people to freshen up.  
 
Should anyone fly in from elsewhere, we can of course arrange for an earlier check-in for you at the hotel, or 
for taxis to bring you from the airport if you get in later than 4pm. Please contact us to speak about that. 

 

Days 2 - 4                             

In and around Paphos 

Growing up near Paphos, Giorgos is perfectly placed to show you around the varying habitats in these four days. 
What follows is a description of all the sites, which Giorgos will plan depending on what has been seen so far, 
the weather and so forth. At this point we should point out that lunches will be a mix of picnics and taverns, 
but with small groups, Giorgos has the flexibility to decide on the day, depending again on his feel for what’s 
been seen and the forecast ahead.  
 
A morning’s walk around the Paphos lighthouse and headland offers a perfect blend of nature and culture. The 
Birdlife Cyprus video on our website gives you a good idea of the lighthouse area. One of the great thing about 
archaeological sites in the Med is that they’re open, often by the coast, a river or a wetland, and so they’re still 
great for birds. 
 
Birds first! Hoopoe, wryneck, crested and short-toed larks, red-throated and tawny pipits, yellow wagtails 
and the feldegg subspecies, isabelline, northern and black-eared wheatears, Eastern Bonelli’s, Eastern 
olivaceous, Eastern Orphean and Rüppell’s warbler, and Cretzschmar’s bunting. On migration we’ll be 
expecting night, squacco and purple herons passing by, and maybe, whilst rare, short-eared owl and Caspian 
tern. 
 
Turning to the archaeological site itself, the excavations at the Paphos lighthouse have found evidence from 
Neolithic times and the pre-Hellenic cult of Aphrodite, whose legendary birthplace was on the island – indeed 
just down the road by the Petra rock. Today, most of the ruins are from an ancient Greek and then Roman city, 
and you’ll be able to take in the market, Odeon and larger theatre, with the runaway highlight being the well-
preserved mosaics in four Roman villas. You can find more information and photos on the UNESCO website for 

the site - https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/79/ 

 

Turning to the next couple of days, we’ll leave Paphos for the nearby valley of the Xeropotamos (Dry River) and 
its Asprokremos dam and lake. Away now from the coast, you’ll be on the lookout for chukar, great spotted 
cuckoo, roller and Cyprus warbler, the latter of which only breeds here. Black Francolin loves the farmland 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/79/
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areas and lowland areas in general, although it could pop up anywhere round Paphos, actually. Another fan of 
the sparse arable areas here is the Pallid Harrier. 
 
The dry slopes are home to another endemic, the Cyprus wheatear, as well as black-eared, and the blue and 
common rock thrush. As we get a little higher, in the areas around where Giorgos’s family comes from, there’s 
chance for raptors such as long-legged Buzzard and Bonelli’s Eagle, which breed on the island. 
 
Whilst he makes no promises, Giorgos’s dad is sometimes around for a spot of lunch in his orchards, and he’s 
always very happy to chat about his bees and how life has changed in Cyprus. He doesn’t live to far from the 
16th century monastery of Panagia of Sinti, with its Venetian architecture and octagon tower - an unusual yet 
fine example of Greek Orthodox church. Now abandoned, it recently received the prestigious Europa Nostra 
award for its restoration 
 
Above the Panagia monastery there begins a mixed pine and oak forest, and should the lower slopes and fields 
not serve up their fair migratory and breeding birds, then a foray into this woodland could well be made on one 
of the mornings, afternoons or evenings around days two to four. 
 
 

Day 5 

In and around Paphos 

We transfer eastward today, which is only an hour’s drive, but with plenty to see on the way. Indeed, we’ll 
spend a whole day around the Akrotiri peninsula - the island’s largest salt lake, with a variety of dry and wetland 
habitats around it. Greater flamingos will still be here in good numbers in March and Kentish plovers and 
demoiselle crane are a firm favourite amongst the black-winged stilts, collared pratincole, marsh and wood 
sandpipers, jack snipe, ferruginous ducks and glossy ibises. Apart from waders, red-footed falcon, bluethroat 
and moustached warbler. 
 
The lake also has an excellent information centre – probably the finest in Cyprus and Greece – which is well 
worth a visit for its description of the island’s habitats and geology, not just the bird life.  There may even be 
Cyprus oxen around. 
 
In the late afternoon we’ll arrive in our hotel, often the Sveltos, which is outside Larnaca and walking distance 
to Lake Oroklini. 

 

 

Day 6 

Larnaca and Oroklini 

After breakfast we’ll start at the Larnaca salt lake for spur-winged lapwings, as well as ruffs, glossy ibis, marsh 
harrier and a chance to enjoy again the waders from Akrotiri. Fingers crossed for slender billed and Armenian 
gulls too. 
 
We’ll possibly have a picnic today close to the delightful surrounds of the Hala Sultan Tekke, on the shores of 
the salt lake. The tekke is composed of a mosque, mausoleum, minaret, cemetery and living quarters for men 
and women. In the Ottoman times, a tekke was a building belonging to the Sufi branch of Islam and was 
generally designed as a place for learning and would house dervishes. Today though it is open to all and not 
belonging to a single religious movement. It sits on a site that was used in prehistoric times and recent surveys 
suggest it was one of Europe’s largest cities in the Late Bronze Age (1600-1100BC). Some records have it known 
by the name of Umm Haram, who died during a siege of Larnaca in the 7th century. According to one version 
of events the tomb was discovered in the 18th century by a dervish who built the shrine around the tomb in 
1760. Unknown to many, it holds high significance in the Islamic world, being one of the most important holy 
sites after Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem. Indeed, during the Ottoman Empire, Ottoman-flagged ships would 
hang their flags at half-mast when off the shores and salute Hala Sultan with cannon shots.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mausoleum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minaret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zawiyya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umm_Haram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dervish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannon
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In the afternoon we’ll travel back toward our hotel and bird the results of a successful restoration project – Lake 
Oroklini. Borrowing some text from the reserve’s website: 
 
“Oroklini Lake is one of only seven natural wetlands in Cyprus… designated as a Special Protection Area mainly 
for two nesting species, the black-winged stilt (Himantopus himantopus) and the spur-winged 
lapwing (Vanellus (Hoplopterus) spinosus)… [It is also a] Site of Community Importance for its halophytic 
vegetation. Of particular note is that Cyprus holds more than 50% of the EU’s breeding population of the Spur-
winged lapwing. 
 
Apart from these two bird species there are two other important (Annex I) species that breed [here]: Stone 
Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) and Little Tern (Sterna albifrons).  
 
In addition to the above, there are a further 58 Annex I species during migration with a total of around 190 
species recorded at the site. It is worth noting that the red-crested pochard (Netta rufina) nested successfully 
at the site in 2009-2012, which were the first nesting records for the species on the island ever.  
 
The site also hosts a number of other animals, some of which are listed under the Habitats Directive: Hyla 
savignyi, Bufo viridis, Rana ridibunda (Pelophylax bedriagae), Hemiechinus auritus dorotheae, Lepus capensis 
cyprius, Vulpes vulpes indutus, Crocidura russula cypria, Suncus etruscus, Tadarida teniotis, Pipistrellus kuhli, 
Suaeda aegyptiaca, Teucrium micropodioides, Anthemis tricolour, Hyacinthella millingenii, Onopordum cyprium, 
Dianthus strictus spp. Troodi, Ophisops elegans schlueteri, Phoenicolacerta troodica, Stellagama stellio cypriaca, 
Hemidactylus turcicus, Acanthodactylus schreiberi, Malpolon insignitus, Macrovipera lebetina, Chamaeleo 
chamaeleon recticrista, Mediodactylus kotschyi , Dolicophis jugularis , Hemorrhois nummifer. 

 

Day 7                                                    

Kavo Greko 

 
Our final, full day will be on this rocky, south-eastern peninsula – a superb place for passage passerines and 
others as they spot the island on their way north. And as good a place as any for rarities. 
 
We’ll be hoping for more larks and wheatears here – Cyprus and Isabelline - with nearby pines being excellent 
for warblers, including our old friends the Cyprus, Ruppel and Spectacled warblers, but it’s just as good for 
chukars, bee-eaters and raptors such as honey buzzard and black kite. Don’t discount extra Cretzschmar's 
buntings and Eastern Bonelli’s warblers too. And as it’s the last day, why not hope it’s the spot that can also 
bring us our four shrikes in one; on migration, you just never know! 
 
 

Day 8                                                     

Paphos and return flights 

After a relaxed breakfast we will have a bit of time for birding before the return drive to Paphos. 
 
Larnaca also has an airport, so if it is convenient for people, or if anyone wishes to extend their stay on the 
island, we can organise this in advance, or Giorgos can help you get taxis or transport to the airport or other 
destinations, before he then takes the group back to Paphos. 
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