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Important Notes:  
Due to Covid19, we’re keeping an eye on our hotels and other suppliers who may be affected. We 
will of course inform RBC members who have booked on ASAP about any changes to the itinerary. 
We have also relaxed our cancellation terms. Please do refer to our terms and conditions for full 
details. 
 
As things stand in July 2020, we will not ask for deposits until 11th January 2021. For the moment, 
we ask only that you complete the booking form online, by email or post. 
 
Whilst we finalise the exact days in which MES – BirdLife’s partner in North Macedonia – will join 
us, this document will give you a solid overview of the trip. Nearer the time, MES will have a better 
idea of fieldwork requirements; we may swap a couple of days around. 
 
Introduction 
North Macedonia is a little-visited and unknown corner of Europe. Surrounded by Albania, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Kosovo and Serbia, many a nature lover has passed by its lakes, forests and mountains, missing 
out on its Dalmatian Pelicans, Pygmy Cormorants, Western Rock Nuthatch and Egyptian Vultures. 
Yet the country shares the same climate and topography as its more famous neighbours.  
 

It’s a tiny country but you’d be hard pushed to find a greater richness of wildlife in European countries 
double its size. As well as the wonderful birds that you’ll read about below, North Macedonia has over 
200 species of butterfly (see Fig. 1), brown bears, wolves and is home to the final stronghold of the 
critically endangered Balkan lynx. Then there’s the mountainous border with Greece – where this tour 
takes us - in which 1,800+ plant species have been recorded (on the Greek side) in mere 35x30km 
squares (see Fig. 2). 
 

 

Fig. 1 EU Butterfly hotspots Fig. 2 Botanica Serbica 41 (2): (2017) 123-152 

Western rock nuthatch – G. Spiridakis Egyptian vulture – A. Ignatov 
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All photos – © G. Spiridakis 
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And what a host of birds we have in store for you!  
 
We’ll be looking out for Griffon and Egyptian Vultures, Imperial, Golden and Booted Eagle, Levant 
Sparrowhawk, Lesser Kestrel and Long-legged Buzzard, maybe even a Lanner Falcon. Then there’s 
Barred, Olivaceous, Olive-tree, Orphean, Sardinian, and Subalpine Warblers. European Roller, Bee-
eater and Hoopoe. Three, possibly four shrikes – Red-backed, Woodchat, Lesser Grey and maybe the 
Masked. Penduline Tits. Pallid Swift. Ortolan Bunting. Pygmy Cormorants. Dalmatian Pelican. The 
list goes on. 
 

The region is also a crossroads of European cultural heritage, as well as natural. We will first explore 
the Greek side of the Prespa lake basin (home to the pelican colony), which is a microcosm of Balkan 
history. Today shared with Albania and North Macedonia, these ancient lakes, are still home to at least 
five human ethnicities, with the region having seen the rise and fall of the Macedon, Roman/Byzantine, 
Bulgarian, Serbian and Ottoman empires. So whilst we’ll be focussing on nature, there will be time to 
stop by Roman ruins and Byzantine chapels that happen to be en route. And for those interested in 
the Extension Tour, we visit northern Greece’s finest museum – inside the burial complex of Phillip II. 
 

 
THE TOURS AT A GLANCE… 

 
Main Tour – North Macedonia 
 

1 We 2 Arrival in Thessaloniki, northern Greece 
Dinner and Introduction 
 

2 Th 3 Axios and Prespa 
Axios Delta Nat. Park – sea birds and waders 
Greek Prespa 
 

3 Fr 4 Day in Prespa 
Boat onto Lake Great Prespa 
Explore the isthmus and former agricultural lands  
 

4 Sa 5 Pelagonia and the mosaics of Ancient Heraclea 
Pelagonia plains and Heraclea 
Pelister National Park 
 

5 Su 6 Through the middle of nowhere – Prilep municipality 
A day’s drive through a near abandoned landscape 
 

6 Mo 7 The Vardar River 
Low hills in the morning, steppe in the afternoon 
 

7 Tu 8 Vultures and Lake Tikves 
Vulture feeding station and lake shore 
 

8 We 9 The Iron Gates 
Return to Thessaloniki via Demir Kapija gorge 
 

 
Optional for both tours 
 

- We 9 Dinner and history walk in Thessaloniki 
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Greek Extension – Kings, Wine and More Birds 
 

 We 9 End of Main Tour 

1 Th 10 Ancient Macedons  
Early birding before the underground museum in Phillip II’s tomb 

2 Fr 11 Lake Kerkini 
 

3 Sa 12 Lake Kerkini 
 

4 Su 13 Wider region of Kerkini 
Around the Iron Castle 

5 Mo 14 Return to Thessaloniki 

 

 
 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL 
 
Day 1: Arrive in Thessaloniki, Greece 
Today is set as a travel day and no activities are planned, but if you fly in, do look out for the numerous 
Alpine Swift at Thessaloniki airport and other birds from the nearby coastline and wetland.  
 
We ask that people arrive in Thessaloniki before 16:00, in order to check-in and meet for dinner at 
19:00. More details on arrival and departure are in the accompanying document, including train and 
ferry options. 
 
Many previous visitors have chosen to arrive early or stay for a day or two after in Thessaloniki. We'd 
certainly recommend this as it's a walkable and interesting city, with 13 UNESCO monuments within 
minutes of each other. We can suggest where to go, eat and drink. 

© Balkan Tracks 
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Visitors should definitely get a copy of Mark Mazower's, 'Salonica, City of Ghosts' and there’s more 
information on Thessaloniki in the online booking pages. Do ask us for our Reading List if you’d like to 
see it before receiving the Tour Confirmation pack. 
 
 
Day 2: Axios to Greek Prespa 
We’ll have an early breakfast today so that we can meander past Thessaloniki and enter the Axios 
Delta National Park and, specifically, circle some of its lagoons.  
 
This allows us the opportunity to see some coastal species, but also some migrating birds that don't 
stop elsewhere. So eyes peeled for Stone Curlew, Black-Winged Stilt, Kentish and Little Ringed 
Plover, Greater Flamingo, Mediterranean and Slender-billed Gulls and Caspian Tern amongst the 
Ruff, Green Sandpiper, Common Redshank, Black-Tailed Godwit, Knot, Avocet, and Curlew. There 
can also be small numbers of White-winged, Black and Whiskered Terns.  
 

From Axios, we continue west on the Egnatia highway to the Prespa Lakes, with a stop halfway. From 
sea-level at Thessaloniki we’ll then rise to 3,200ft asl at the mountain pass that holds the first 
spectacular view over the Prespa lakes.  
 
Once we drop to lake level (2,800ft), the best 
place to introduce Prespa is atop the hill opposite 
the world’s largest breeding colony of Dalmatian 
Pelican. Together with the White Pelicans, you’ll 
have in front of you, on the lakes and in the skies, 
some 4,000 individuals. Alongside the bird with 
Europe’s largest wingspan, you’ll soon have 
exceptionally good views of Pygmy Cormorants, 
Glossy Ibis, Night and squacco herons, great 
white and Little Egret. 
 

The wet meadows and reed beds on a nearby 
island are kept in control by a herd of Prespa dwarf cows and water buffalo. Dinner will be on the 

Kentish Plover - G. Spiridakis 

Lagoons at Axios Delta NP, outside Thessaloniki – © Balkan Tracks 

https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-2020-itinerary
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veranda at the island’s tavern, with a splendid view over reed beds – Squacco and Night Heron are 
around in number, but you could also see the few Purple Heron and Little Bittern that breed here. 
 

We’ll stay not too far from the lakes, at Mylos, a traditional farmhouse and mill, now restored and 
converted into a 10-room guesthouse (full details on all accommodation is found at the end of the 
document). The mill is surrounded by two wooded streams and farmland, frequented at night by 
bears, wolves and wildcat (we mention these for interest – there are no hides), and with plenty of 
Syrian Woodpeckers to seek out during the day and Red-Backed, Woodchat and Lesser Grey Shrikes 
on top of many a reed used to prop up the beans. Nightingale will provide a daily background 
soundtrack. 

 
 
Day 3: Greek Prespa 
Before breakfast we will nip over to 'Barred warbler corner', where, with some luck we can see one of 
a few individuals that nest here. Easier though will be breeding birds such as Black-Headed Bunting, 
Cuckoo, Turtle Dove, Golden Oriole, Hoopoe, Bee-Eater, Penduline Tit and Yellow Wagtail Feldegg 
(Black-Head). Plus, the wide variety of butterflies and spring plants covering the land as we walk west 
along the sandy isthmus the separates Great and Lesser Prespa, amongst river forest, lakeshore, 
scrubland and reed bed by the lakeshore, the latter being a great place in the morning for pelicans, 
cormorants and other water birds.  
 

After a quick-ish breakfast, mornings are often best for a boat ride onto Great Prespa (the wind gets 
up as June days progress).  
 

Hoopoe - D. Martin European bee-eater - G. Spiridakis 

Mylos guesthouse – © Balkan Tracks  Syrian woodpecker –© G. Spiridakis 
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We’ll enjoy great views from the boats of Dalmatian and White Pelicans, often gliding just above the 
water’s surface, fishing with the Pygmy Cormorants and accompanied by Ferruginous Duck and other 
water birds in the lake. Eyes should be kept in the skies too for Short-Toed Eagle and Alpine Swift. 
Blue Rock Thrush, Crag Martin and Western Rock Nuthatch love the lakeside cliffs too.  
 
 
Day 4: The Pelagonia Plain and Pelister National Park 
After breakfast we’ll begin our journey to North Macedonia. As we drive north to the border 
checkpoint we’ll want all eyes out of both sides of the bus for Montagu’s Harrier hovering over the 
crop fields.  
 
From this point on we should be looking out for White Storks’ nests, which won’t be hard as they’re 
on most of the electricity pylons. Especial attention should be paid to the underparts of their nests, 
which often provide homes for Spanish Sparrow. For an interesting BirdLife article on the relationship 
between Storks and the people of North Macedonia take a look here. 
 
Once we cross the border, it’s only a couple more miles to the modern city of Bitola, which was 
established near the site of ancient Heraclea Lyncestis. Founded by Philip II of Macedon in the 4th 
century BC, Hadrian later built a large theatre here, which exists today in a fairly good state, as well as 
extraordinarily fine floor mosaics in two basilicas.  
 
The Pelister mountain range will be on your left, indeed it is one of North Macedonia’s three national 
parks and famed for its collection of mile long ‘boulder rivers’ and the Molika pine, a Balkan endemic. 
We’ll spend the night in its foothills, at Hotel Ciflik. Getting near the summit of Pelister (8,500ft) will 
be beyond us, but we hope to spend at least an hour in the forest because of its Black Woodpecker 
and Spotted Nutcracker. An old ski chalet also had Pallid Swift nesting there in 2019.  
 
 

Day Five – Prilep municipality 
This is a day which may diverge a touch depending on upcoming intel from MES.  
 
The plan as it stands is for a transition day through the habitats that are due north of the box reading 
‘1,819’ species of plants in figure 2, page 2. So we’ll venture back south towards Greece and skirt the 
border along what is a long and winding road that leads to remarkable views, and villages that give a 
window into the region’s past. You’ll find yourself again on limestone, but with volcanic rock too and 
pastures, streams and maquis. Perfect places to add Rock Thrush, Rock Bunting and maybe Rock 
Partridge, as well as our first Griffon Vulture. Long-Legged Buzzard, Booted Eagle and Sombre Tit are 
also known to frequent. 

 

Rock thrush – © G. Spiridakis Rock bunting – © Balkan Tracks 

https://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/north-macedonia%E2%80%99s-stork-villages-where-birds-and-people-live-side-side
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The road from here to the Tikves lake is also winding, but there will be plenty of stops along the way, 
where the meadows should be resplendent with wildflowers, the skies full of Calandra Larks and 
hopefully Orphean and Subalpine Warblers displaying. By now we should have our first European 
Roller, and over the next two days we’ll be crossing fingers for the fourth shrike – Masked; they’re 
right about at the edge of their range here and aren’t in high numbers. 
 
Our hotel in or around Kavadartsi for the next three nights will depend on how many book on to the 
tour, so we will confirm the exact choice in due course. Whichever we go for, Kavadartsi is only a small 
town, surrounded by vineyards. 
 
 
Day Six and Seven – around Lake Tikves and the Vardar River 
The spots for the next two days are all close together - the order may vary so that we can make the 
most of the various habitats and different species in the region. 
 
To the east of the River Vardar (which in Greece is the Axios) are a range of low hills that receive some 
of the country’s lowest rainfall. It will feel very Mediterranean here and should have the birds to go 
with that: Short-Toed Eagle, Orphean and Sardinian Warbler, Black-Headed Buntings and Corn 
Buntings, Woodchat and Red-Backed Shrike should again be everywhere, maybe 
Olivaceous and Olive-Tree Warblers will join us too.  
 

 
 

 
After lunch, we’ll move to the west, and the steppe near where the Vardar meets the Crna. The 
landscape and habitat will be a good change from the morning and the elevated view over the river 
plain is stupendous. We may also have some luck with a pair of Imperial Eagle and the very rare Lanner 
Falcon. The latter does require some luck though. 

 
An early-ish start on day six or seven will be needed to reach a plateau above the Tikves lake where a 
vulture-feeding station is run by local partners of the multi-national Balkan Vulture conservation 
project. As well as more Griffon Vulture, the Egyptian Vulture, Honey Buzzards, Levant Sparrowhawk 
and Lesser Spotted Eagle are all known to frequent the station. Aside from the feeding station, the 
area is known for Barred Warbler, which we may or may not have seen a few days earlier in Prespa. 
 
For the last afternoon, we’ll tot up what species and habitat have been enjoyed the most and whether 
anything warrants another look.  
 
 

European Roller – © G. Spiridakis Sardinian warbler – © G. Spiridakis 
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If it’s particularly warm though, it may be that a boat ride on Lake Tikves itself is in order. It’s a 28km 
reservoir on the River Crna, surrounded by steep, wooded slopes running down to the lake and will 
bring another chance for Red-Rumped Swallow, Crag Martin, both Vultures, Short-Toed and Golden 
Eagle and hopefully also some Black Stork. The cliffs should give another go at Rock Nuthatch and, if 
fortunate, Rock Sparrow. 

 

We can’t come to wine country and not pay a visit to a winery too. The exact evening and winery will 
be finalised nearer the time. 
 
 

Day Eight – Return to Thessaloniki via the Iron Gate 
 

After breakfast we’ll begin our return to 
Thessaloniki, but with a very quick stop just 
outside Kavadartsi to see a Lesser Kestrel colony, 
of which there can be a dozen pairs (it could also 
be that this is visited on an earlier day). 
 

Following the River Vardar, we’ll arrive at Demir 
Kapija gorge and it’ll soon become apparent why 
they are called the Iron Gates. We hope to have 
time to make a stop along the way, with the river 
being handy for Dipper, more Red-Rumped 
Swallows and Great Reed and Cetti’s Warblers. 
 
We aim to reach Thessaloniki for an end-of-tour lunch by 13:00, which is 12:00 in North Macedonia.  
 
Those who are not continuing with the Greece Extension: Kings, Wine and More Birds can of course 
be transferred to Thessaloniki airport. Please refer to the Arrival and Departure notes below for 
questions on getting to the airport today. 
 
For those who are staying with us for the extension, we will give you an afternoon to relax in our hotel, 
before the option of a walking tour through Thessaloniki Old Town and then dinner by the castle walls, 
with superb night time views. More about that in the next section.  
 
And of course, if you are staying overnight in Thessaloniki but not joining the extension, please do 
come along for dinner and the walk with us all the same.   

Barred warbler - B. Voslamber Griffon vultures - G. Spiridakis 

Lesser Kestrel - B. Voslamber 
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Greece Extension: Kings, Wine and More Birds 
5 days 
 
Introduction 
Our extension is a mix of natural and cultural heritage: 
 

- an evening walk through historic Thessaloniki and dinner by the castle;  
- a visit to one of Europe’s finest museums - the magnificent tomb complex of Phillip II, father 

to Alexander the Great; 
- three days at Lake Kerkini, a birding hotspot loved by birdwatchers because of its high 

embankments, ‘flooded’ forest and shallow waters; and 
- a visit to a nunnery, with architecture based on monasteries found on Mt Athos – Holy 

Mountain 
- a fine winery near the ruins of the Byzantine-era ‘Iron Castle’.  

 
 
13 June – end of Main Tour 
After lunch and having allowed people a few hours to themselves, we will walk up to the castle through 
the Old Town, taking stops for the church of St Dimitrios, the city's patron saint, former mosques, 
hammams and the streets of the Upper Town, which are home to most of the city's last remaining 
Ottoman-era and early 20th-century architecture. 
 
This 45-minute walk ends by the castle walls where we will have dinner at Brussco, one of our favourite 
eating spots when in town. Meze include green fava beans, cheese in pastry with sesame and 
honey, talagani cheese with cranberry jam, beef patties with fried eggs and salsa, and pan-fried 
chicken with veg. Maybe some hot raki with honey too. 
 
Note: there is a choice of hotel for the night of 13th June. We use a new, comfortable hotel near St 
Dimitrios – the Park Hotel – but close by is the 5-star Antigon, should you be interested in an upgrade 
for the evening between the main tour and extension tour. 
 
 
Day 1 – 14th June – Ancient Macedons and Kerkini 
Today is centred around the Ancient Macedons and their first capital of Aigae. But to get there we 
have to go past the Axios Delta National Park, so it’s worth visiting again, maybe to a different part, 
and to drop by the wildlife rescue centre. Staffed 24/7 by volunteers, this is the only centre in the 
whole of northern Greece to assist rare or abundant species that are the victims of collisions or 
poaching. With pelicans and rare raptors often amongst the mammals and tortoises, their work is 
essential yet underappreciated. 

Eagle owl at wildlife centre – © Balkan Tracks Stork and Gull holding pen – © Balkan Tracks 
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Remains of theatre where Phillip II was assassinated, entrance to Phillip II's tomb, urn and wreath of Alexander IV, 

exhibits from Phillip II's tomb. All photos (c) www.aigai.gr except Theatre © Balkan Tracks 
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After lunch we’ll arrive at the modern town of Vergina, which the ancient Macedons called Aigai. 
Whilst it was known for years that the ancient city was on the town’s outskirts, Phillip II’s tomb wasn’t 
identified until the 1970s. The whole complex has been opened up inside, whilst still retaining its ‘roof’ 
and remaining underground, with the remarkable contents now housed inside the tombs for all to 
wonder at them in situ. It is phenomenal.  
 
The photos above, from inside the burial complex and tomb, are from the museum website: 

https://www.aigai.gr/en/explore/museum/royal/grave/of/philip/aiges/vergina 
 
By late afternoon we’ll be by the southern shores of Lake Kerkini, again in the company of Dalmatian 
and White Pelicans. After quickly checking-in, we'll have chance to see what's out and about around 
the dam at Lithotopos and the canals toward the southern end of the eastern embankment. 
 
Our hotel for the duration will be the Alkioni (Greek for Kingfisher) in Lithotopos, or, if we can’t fit 
everyone in here, the Erodios next door. 
 

 
View of Kerkini from Lithotopos – © Balkan Tracks 

Note: 
The next three days will be spent mostly birdwatching, with a few cultural stops. It is important to 
explain that the birds here will, in the main, be the same species seen in North Macedonia and Axios, 
so this extension is not designed to bring dozens of new ticks. We’ve chosen it because Kerkini is a much 
loved birding spot due to the birds being found and concentrated in one place; with shallow waters, 
wet meadows, grasslands, Mediterranean scrub, low-intensive farmlands, forests and mountains all 
surrounding one small lake.  
 
On top of that, the region had an interesting yet difficult 20th century history, with the Kerkini, which 
is a reservoir, being created in the 1930s. This helped with the settlement of the huge number of arrivals 
from Turkey of the Greek Pondic and Micro-Asian populations, who were forcibly exchanged with Greek 
Muslims in the Greco-Turkish Wars and subsequent population exchanges. The mountains north of 
Kerkini were also the site of a key battle in WWII. And then there’s the beautiful nunnery. 
  

https://www.aigai.gr/en/explore/museum/royal/grave/of/philip/aiges/vergina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_exchange_between_Greece_and_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_exchange_between_Greece_and_Turkey
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Day 2 – 15th June – South and West Kerkini, plus the Flooded Forest 
 
With Kerkini being so small, it’s easy to move sites around depending on what species have been seen 
already and those which people would like to try see again – maybe they were missed in North 
Macedonia; the Masked Shrike coming to mind here, or some of the woodpeckers. Eagle Owl are also 
found at Kerkini and, whilst as equally tough to see as it is in North Macedonia, we can have another 
go. That said, the itinerary may well stay in the indicative order we explain below. 
 
Generally, we start along the small rivers at the southern end of Kerkini, south of the dam. Next, to 
Kerkini village, where we’ll take a boat. The lake is full of water in May (in normal years) and we'll have 
superb views of the pelicans as we sail out onto the lake, hopefully Whiskered Tern amongst the 
Common Terns too, Black-headed and Little Grebe as well as Great Crested, with Black-Winged Stilts 
in the shallows. We'll finish inside the flooded forest, which is home to Pygmy Cormorant, 
Grey, Squacco and Night Heron, Great and Little Egret, Glossy Ibis and Spoonbill, most in large 
numbers and with their young. 

 

 
It should also be a day to reacquaint ourselves with various raptors, such as Lesser Spotted Eagle, 
Booted Eagle and Black Kite. 
 
 
Day 3 – 16th June – Eastern Embankment 
We’ll have an early start to walk along a real Kerkini highlight with the sun behind us: the raised eastern 
embankment. From here we'll enjoy great views of species no doubt seen the day before on the boat, 
but from solid ground, on which tripods can be settled. And hopefully have various warblers in the 
trees around us, together with Black-eared Wheatear, Hoopoe and Turtle Dove.  
 
Then there's a change of scenery from the lake. For midday, we'll move north and onto the low slopes, 
where agricultural land gives way to forest. We'll be looking out for Sombre Tit, Syrian and maybe 
Grey-Headed Woodpecker. We should add that Great-spotted, Lesser-spotted and Green 
Woodpecker are all found in Kerkini too. 
 
And not too far away is a quarry for Rock Nuthatch, Crag Martin and Ortolan Bunting too. Here, as on 
the western side of Kerkini are Eagle Owl, but seeing one or two from these pairs takes a bit of luck of 
course, as do the Golden Eagles. 
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Day 4 – 17th June – Wider Kerkini Region 
 
The town of Siderokastro – literally ‘Iron Castle’ - has a long history, with Paleolithic ruins and 
references in the works of Homer and Herodotus.   
 
The castle area and town are surrounded by dry grasslands, crags and valleys that offer more chances 
for Rock Nuthatch, Blue Rock Thrush, Rollers, Bee-Eaters and Hoopoe. The Subalpine Warbler should 
be a given, but also shares the habitat with (Eastern) Orphean and Sardinian Warbler. From the world 
of raptors, Short-Toed Eagles, Long-Legged Buzzards and Levant Sparrowhawk as well as another 
chance for Golden Eagle and maybe Lesser Kestrel.  
 

 

After a busy morning of birds and castles, we'll take a well-earned lunch break at one of the region's 
excellent wineries. The spit-bucket is an option, as you are on holiday after all.  
 
By late afternoon, we can then visit the north-east. There are marshes as well as the flooded forest 
that we saw by boat. As well as the herons, glossy ibis, spoonbills and other water birds that we'll have 
seen over previous days, we hope for Stone Curlew, Penduline Tit, Crane and raptors such as 
Eleonora’s Falcon. If time allows we may get further north-east to look for Middle-Spotted 
Woodpecker and Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler. 
 
 
Day 5 – 18th June - Return to Thessaloniki 
 
We will be up early for some last minute birding, with Thessaloniki airport being 90 minutes away.  
 
Once we know everyone’s flight plans, we can either return to Thessaloniki ASAP for any early 
departures, then take any others for more birding somewhere and finish at lunch. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

 

Terms and Conditions & Frequently Asked Questions 

You can find our full legal terms and conditions and a longer list of FAQs with the online booking form. 
  

Western Rock Nuthatch –© G. Spiridakis And its nest near the castle - Balkan Tracks 

https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-terms-conditions
https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-faqs
https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-booking
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Cost 

Main Tour:  £2,600pp (£600-£800 donation to Birdlife depending on numbers) 
Single Supplement: £130pp 
 
Extension Tour: £1,600pp (with £200 donation to Birdlife) 
Single Supplement: £130pp 
 
Notes:  
-     The costs are land only. 
-  The tour prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have to be 

adjusted as a result. This is a standard term across tour operators and it is rarely used, but due to 
the Covid pandemic we feel obliged to point it out as there may be an increase in the likelihood of 
changes to suppliers and logistics than in past years. Further information on this is in the Terms 
and Conditions. 

 
What's included in the price 

- Main Tour: all meals from dinner on Day One to lunch on Day Eight. 
- Extension: all meals from dinner on Day One to lunch on Day Five;  
- Bottled drinking water – however, we kindly request that you bring your own reusable bottle 

which we can fill up for you. This saves us buying dozens of small bottles each day. In most places 
during the tour, the tap water is also drinkable;  

- All accommodation during the tour;  
- All ground transportation;  
- Transport to and from the airport 
- All national park and other entrance fees; and  
- All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services, but not the Balkan Tracks leader).  
- Financial Failure Insurance (in line with the EU’s Package Tour Regulations) 

 
What's not included in the price 

- ANY flights, (see above);  
- Travel insurance (please don’t forget this) 
- Visa fees (as of April 2020, tourist visas for under 90 days aren’t required for UK, EU and US citizens 

visiting Greece and North Macedonia in 2021. Please double check with your respective 
government department/ministries before booking);  

- Any drinks with or between meals, expect bottled water during the day; 
- Snacks between meals 
- Special gratuities, telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature.  
- Single Supplement:  
- The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. 

If you choose to share but we cannot match you with another to do so, then the single supplement 
will still apply. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner is found if you 
do wish to share.  

 
 

  

https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-terms-conditions
https://www.balkantracks.com/bli-terms-conditions
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Note on Tipping 
As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, 
this does NOT include your Balkan Tracks leaders. Therefore, if you feel that they have given you 
excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them.  

 
Group size 

This tour will run with 6 guests at a minimum and 12 as a maximum. 
 
The tour price is based upon the group size above. If the tour does not have sufficient registration, a 
supplement charge will be offered to those who have booked or expressed an interest in booking. 

 
Tour Transport & Driving Times 

The cost includes a 12-20 seater minibus with professional driver, which is used exclusively throughout 
the tour, from picking you up at the airport until dropping you back at the airport. There may be some 
habitats where we move to 4x4 vehicles if the road is not in good enough condition for the minibus. 

 
Driving 
There is one full driving day – Day Four - with an initial 90-minute stretch from the hotel and then an 
approximately two-hour drive to Kavadartsi. That said, we will be stopping often and for good periods 
of time to enjoy these remote habitats and villages with their incredible scenery. So you will not be 
cooped up inside. 

 
The region does not have many international airports, which necessitates three hour drives on the first 
and last day, but again, there will be birding stops and the views are fantastic. 

 
Accommodation 

Throughout the trip, hotels range from modest in remoter areas to very comfortable in Thessaloniki.  
 
The hotels we use are all clean, serviced and with hot and cold water. Hotels have Wi-Fi, although its 
sometimes the case that it does not reach every room given rural broadband speeds and bandwidths. 

 
1. Hotel Panorama, Thessaloniki, Greece 

A 4-star hotel with fine views 
2. Mylos Hotel, Prespa, Greece 

Converted mill and farmhouse that retains the original architectural features 
3. Hotel Ciflik, Pelister, Bitola, North Macedonia 

A 3-star hotel, on the edge of Pelister National Park 

4. Uni Palas 2, Kavadartsi, North Macedonia 
This is the hotel we will most likely use for the Tikves region. Its website is only in Macedonian, 
but if you can open it in Chrome, you can then right-click to translate.  
 

  

https://www.unipalas.com/%d1%81%d0%be%d0%b1%d0%b8/
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Extension 

5. In the centre of Thessaloniki, we use the Park Hotel. However, if you would like to upgrade to 
the nearby 5-star Antigon it is an extra £100 per room (same price for sgl or dbl room) 

6. Alkioni, Kerkini 
A family run hotel, outside the town and with excellent views (see the photo from Lithotopos 
in the itinerary above, this is from a bedroom balcony). Sometimes it is full in June, so we 
would go next door to Erodios 

Meals 

The food in rural North Macedonia and northern Greece is a delicious mix of home-cooked Balkan 
meats and dairy mixed with Anatolian flavours.  
 
Vegetarians are easily catered for, as the region is rich in meze and salads. For vegans or those with 
glucose or lactose intolerances, we'll contact you to get some ideas for what you'd like to eat each day. 
It's a more limited menu, as is often the case, but we’ve not had any difficulty before. 
 
On some days we will bring packed lunches with us to remoter birding areas, which include local pies, 
peppers, boiled egg, feta, fruit and often yoghurt.  

Arrival & Departure Details 
 
First, a reminder that these tour prices do not include any airfares.  

Day 1 of the Main tour is set aside as an arrival day.  
 

- For those arriving after midday, we can collect you from the airport and take you to the hotel.  
- If you are arriving earlier in Thessaloniki, we invite you to meet us in the lobby of Hotel 

Panorama at 18:00 in order to walk next door for dinner at 18:30. Taxis from the centre to 
Panorama should take 30-minutes in normal traffic. 

- Should you have flights that arrive too late for that, the hotel is a 15-minute taxi ride from the 
airport and we hope that you can join us as soon as possible. 

 
Day 8 of the Main tour ends with lunch in Thessaloniki. We aim to arrive in the centre by 13:00 Greek 
time. 
 
From the centre of Thessaloniki, it is a 30-minute drive to the airport and our driver can take you 
straight there. 
 
If one wishes to take afternoon or evening flights, please have in mind that we have to cross the border 
back into Greece on this day. It is usually no more than 30 minutes, but that cannot be guaranteed. To 
be at the airport 90-120 minutes before a flight, and to avoid any anxiety, we would advise looking at 
flights from 17:00 onwards. Indeed, there are usually multiple afternoon and evening flights to Athens 
that can connect to Heathrow. Athens is also a fantastic place to spend some time. 
 
However, whilst an international airport, Thessaloniki receives more budget airline flights than others, 
and at the time of writing we don’t believe you will find direct flights to Heathrow or Gatwick after 
17:00. Stansted and Luton would be available, albeit with budget airlines. 
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COVID note: it is expected that flight schedules and numbers will be reduced in 2021. Please keep 
this in mind when deciding your arrival and departure dates. 
 
The end of the extension finishes at lunch, but we can arrive in Thessaloniki in the morning, which 
could allow for flights – to be safe – after noon. But please get in touch if your connections are close. 
 
The above information for arrivals and departures is a guide as of July 2020. Precise information will 
be sent to you in the Tour Confirmation package once the tour is quorate and confirmed.  
 
 
If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late, or you are considering flying first to Athens or Sofia 
before travelling to Thessaloniki and would like assistance in this regard, or have any questions about 
other things to see and do in Greece, Sarah can put you in touch with Chris Mounsey from Balkan 
Tracks.  
 
A reading list and recommended hotels will be found in the Tour Confirmation package for those who 
book on, but if you’d like to see it early, please do get in touch. 

Flights  

Thessaloniki (Salonica) – SKG - is the recommend airport for international flights for this tour. As noted 
above, the larger airlines may only have one flight a day to other major cities. Before Covid, 
Thessaloniki had multiple flights to Athens each day. And a plethora of budget flights. 2021 schedules 
and routes are, naturally, not known as of July 2020. 
 
Please DO NOT book any flights until you have double checked with Sarah at BirdLife International 
that the tour is quorate and confirmed. 
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